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Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2011
10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Camp Grayling, Grayling



Attendees
Andy Henriksen (NRCS); Bob Clancy (DNRE Recreation Division); Jack McGowan-Stinski, Lara Rainbolt (TNC); Kurt Densmore (MDOT); Michele Richards--Chair (DMVA Ft. Custer)

Agenda and Minutes
Agenda approved by BClancy, seconded by JMcGowan-Stinski. The 12/3/2010 minutes were approved as offered.

Old and New Business
· Certified Burn Manager Program letter – JMcGowan-Stinski reported that TNC Government Relations staff have suggested a revised letter but have not provided recommendations yet. Letter needs to include action items; recommend mini-business plan and proposed alternatives. Suggests forming a small committee to work through alternatives; include TNC, DNR-FMD. MRichards will send an e-mail to DNR-FMD to request that a representative be present at the table during discussions. JMcGowan-Stinski will forward to TNC Government relations.
· Development of Presentations for Education and Outreach – Looking for existing presentations or willingness to create new presentations; include long and short versions of the same “hot” topics. JMcGowan-Stinski has presentations available to start with. Fire Consortiums are tasked to do education and may have topics; suggested myfirecommunity.net as repository. MRichards will ask RColliton to schedule meeting with sub-committee to review presentations (JMcGowan-Stinski, BClancy, AHenriksen, MRichards).
· Development of Business Plan –AHenriksen suggests identifying specific groups rather than “other groups”. Business plan will follow calendar year. KDensmore suggests someone give a presentation to Pheasants Forever at their follow-up meetings; MRichards will ask MSargent if additional presentations are needed. LRainbolt will be lead on developing Speakers Bureau; RColliton will develop catalog of presentations. Attach updated business plan.
· Election of a vice chair, Consultant Committee chair – seeking nominations or volunteers
· Fire Learning Network Update – JMcGowan-Stinski reported on the UP-FLN meeting to determine interest and area of coverage (attach Minutes/notes). West-FLN pre-meeting to look at coarse level metrics and CAP for Newaygo Prairies to determine if it is leverage into FLN. NLP-FLN needs to assess interest. LRainbolt to add FLN info/meetings to website.
· Review MPFC Historical Timeline – Attach document
· Using video conference for meetings – LRainbolt recommends consideration of video conferencing for meetings, develop list of facilities with equipment and contacts.

Officer and Committee Reports/Business
· LRainbolt provided a balance sheet to show a February 28, 2011 current balance of ($374.12).  

The meeting was adjourned to lunch in Grayling.

 Next Meeting: June 1, 2011 at the Natural Areas Preservation Office, Ann Arbor
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