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Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

December 1 2010
10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
NRCS Office, East Lansing



Attendees
Andy Henriksen (NRCS); Bob Clancy (DNRE Recreation Division); Dan Zay (DLZ, Inc.); Dave Borneman (Ann Arbor Natural Areas); Dennis Ireland (MSFA); Lara Rainbolt (TNC); Mark Sargent (DNRE Wildlife Division); Mike McCuistion (Edward Lowe Foundation); Paul Rogers (Kent County CD); Ryan Colliton (Kalamazoo Nature Center); Don Johnson, Steve Cross, Randy McKenzie (DNRE Forest Management Division); Michele Richards--Chair (DMVA Ft. Custer).

Agenda and Minutes
Dan Zay assumed the Vice Chair and started the meeting at 10:30 a.m.; Michele Richards arrived and took control of the meeting.  Both the agenda and 10/6/2010 minutes were approved as offered.

Old and New Business
· National Coalition of Prescribed Fire Councils – MRichards has agreed to be on the advisory board of the NCPFC. MSargent expressed concern on how the NCPFC was representing state councils. MRichards reported that the Coalition is currently focused on policy issues (ie EPA, climate change) and supporting the creation of additional state councils. MRichards will call Mark Melvin again about the concerns that were raised and will send an e-mail to the Steering Committee on their discussion.
· The Stewardship Network Annual Conference – DBorneman reports that MPFC has been given poster space and requested support of $100. LRainbolt reported that the funds are not available; no financial support will be given. It was agreed that the poster should focus on the training provided by MPFC and to provide dates of anticipated training. DZay’s abstract has been approved and he will be giving a presentation. BClancy agreed to see that brochures were placed at the Edward Lowe Foundation display area as suggested by MMcCuistion.
· Training Survey Responses – LRainbolt provided survey results from the Survey Monkey poll that was created and sent to the e-mail list and posted on the website; there were five responses after 6 weeks. Discussion of resending to the e-mail list with more details about the courses followed. DBorneman suggested having a one page questionnaire for use at the Stewardship Network Annual Conference. SCross suggested adding course descriptions to the website and having “standing registrations” until enough students have registered. Students may take S130, S190 and S290 online anytime after registering with MPFC; S130 and S290 would require additional day(s) to complete the course and receive a certificate.
· Certified Burn Manager Program letter – UZay provided a draft letter with comments from JLerg. It was agreed that the letter should be sent after January 1, 2011 to the new Director of the DNR. MRichards will accept JLerg’s edits and e-mail to Steering Committee for another review prior to mailing it to the Director.
· Development of Presentations – The presentations would be used with non-fire council groups; topics proposed: Rx Fire Safety, Intro to Rx Fire, Smoke Management. Should reflect what is in the brochure. RColliton, BClancy, MMcCuistion, DBorneman are interested in helping with development. It was suggested that JMcGowan-Stinski, DBorneman may have presentations that could be used. Target groups would include wildlife groups, township boards and fire departments. Steering Committee members will touch base with various groups to find out when time is available to make the presentations.

· 2011 Steering Committee Meeting Dates – 
· March 2 - Gaylord DNR Office (contact Susan Thiel)
· June 1 - Ann Arbor Natural Areas (host: DBorneman)
· October 5 - US Forest Service, St Ignace
· December 7 – NRCS, East Lansing (host: AHenriksen)
· 2011 Annual Meeting – September 9-10 (see meeting notes from Annual Meeting Planning Committee)
· Completion of Visioning discussion from 10/6/10 meeting – MRichards participating in Climate Change Coalition being formed and will represent MPFC where possible. SCross agreed to work on demonstration sites. It was discussed to include information/directions to demonstration sites on website. AHenriksen suggested writing a business plan to address our goals for coming year; he will provide samples by e-mail to the Steering Committee.

Officer and Committee Reports/Business
· LRainbolt provided a balance sheet to show a November 2010 current balance of ($640.50).  
· SCross provided input to the Training Survey responses (see Training Survey Responses)
· RColliton,Education/Outreach, received the documents from MSargent and Kim Hermann that will assist him in writing our history. All other past Chairs were asked to scan documentation (board list, meeting minutes and workshop agendas) and provide to Ryan. DZay suggested using cloud computing* to assist with sharing these resources (see below for definition).
· DZay reported that there was nothing to report for the Consultants; he assumes committee chair as well.
· No one from Legislative committee was present.

Other Announcements
	PRogers announced that he has accepted a position with the DNR as a Fire Officer working out of the Roscommon Field Office and this was his last Steering Committee (he represented Kent Conservation District). AHenriksen will talk with Lori Phalen (MACD Director) about a replacement from MACD.
	DBorneman is seeking photos of plants in Midwest that are fire dependent.
	Steering Committee would like to discuss the Fire Learning Network and Fire Council roles at the March meeting – what will each group do and how can we work together.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30. The Annual Meeting Planning Committee adjourned to meet over lunch.

 Next Meeting: March 2, 2011 at the DNR Field Office, Gaylord





_________________________________
*From Wikipedia: (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud_computing) Cloud computing is Internet-based computing, whereby shared resources, software, and information are provided to computers and other devices on demand, as with the electricity grid.
 
image1.jpeg




