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	Michigan Prescribed Fire Council

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

June 2, 2010

10 a.m.- 1:35 p.m.

Howard Christensen Nature Center, Kent City Michigan




Attendees: Andy Henriksen (NRCS), Dennis Ireland (Michigan Fireman’s Association), Don Johnson, Steve Cross (DNRE- Forest Management Division), John Lerg, Mark Sargent (DNRE-Wildlife Division), Paul Rogers, Connie Redding (Kent County Conservation District), Ulrika Zay (MDOT), Dan Zay (DLZ Consultants). Jerry Bolen (Sparta FD), Ryan Colliton (Kalamazoo Nature Center), Mike McCuistion (Edward Lowe Foundation), Lara Rainbolt ( The Nature Conservancy)
Agenda and Minutes

The agenda for the day and the March 3, 2010 minutes were approved. So moved by Mike, seconded by Paul.  Approved by committee as a whole.
New and Old Business
Lara reported on the web-site posting and process for removal from the same when complaints are received about the activities of any consultant on the list. She polled most
of the consultants on the list and they wished to remain on the list. There were some that did not reply, or had un-deliverable e-mail addresses.

Criteria for removal form the list was discussed at length, the following process in relation to the consultants web-posting list was approved by the committee.

· Once a year the list will be filtered for valid contact information.

· Consultants who wish to be added to the list will be asked to review the Prescribed Fire BMP’s developed by the Council. They will be asked to agree in writing to following the BMP’s.  

· Once a complaint is filed using the BMP’s as a basis, a follow up investigation will be completed by the committee. 
· If the complaint is found to be valid the consultant in question will be asked to respond in writing or offered the option to appear before the Steering Committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
· At such a time that the “Certified prescribed burn manager” program is finalized Sec. 51503and 51513 of part 515 of 451 PA 1994, (MCL 324.51513) the process used for decertification will be considered as a replacement.
· So moved by John seconded by Mark. Approved by the committee as a whole.

It was noted that Don will develop a PDF for BMP agreement sign off and e-mails of the same shall returned to Lara.
MDOT prescribed fire program guidance document. Ulrika discussed the progress they have made in the development of this document and all the good (pro and con) feed back see has received. While the ROW use permits enhancements have been approved that will expedite this process.

The guidance document is for internal use that should enhance T&E species habitat management, it will consider fire a tool the same as any other tool currently used by MDOT. 

This effort prompted MDOT to initiate a nation wide survey of DOT’s thru the American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials. 
These are the questions that were sent out for the nationwide survey:

· Does your state DOT conduct controlled burns within their rights-of-way? 

· If yes, who conducts the burns? DOT staff, other agency staff, and/or consultants? 

· If yes, do you have written guidelines and procedures for the use of prescribed fire? 

Ulrika will report on the results at the October steering committee meeting.

Related to the DOT subject matter the use of pre-qualified contractor/vendors was discussed and what impacts it could have on other state agencies programs.
A smoke issue at Fort Custer on April 19th was discussed at length. There were complaints of smoke impacts on I-94, two factories in Climax and some residential areas.

On the day in question both the DMVA and the DNRE were conducting prescribed burns on their respective ownerships. When the local fire chief contacted AFS Dufrense the DNRE crews picked up the firing to create more lift. The fire chief felt the burns should be shut down.

Contributing factors were felt to be some heavy fuel loads where drier than normal and became involved and extended the burn time on the DMVA lands. All the burn units in question are highly visible from I-94 and generated a large number of cell phone calls.

Better signing in the future and more inter action with the local fire chiefs may be part of the solution to reduce any future problems.

NRCS burning standards were discussed with an emphasis on interpretation of the State Fire Law being a large part of the discussion. Any comments on the standard should be submitted to Andy by June 20th.

The Annual Meeting agenda was briefly discussed with most of the discussion deferred to the planning committee meeting which was to follow the steering committee meeting.

There was a discussion of the recent large fire activity in Crawford County which included the Military Prescribed fire operations (current and historical), down state media coverage, public misconceptions and military training requirements.
The meeting was closed out with some brief committee reports:

Training and certification- Steve reported some interest in S-290 and S-131 should consider an over winter training soon. There is also some expressed interest in holding an S-130 field day. Both should be posted on the website to gauge interest. 

Consultants Committee- Dan reported an increase in consultant activity with NRCS funded burns and some Airport RPZ providing a part of this increase.  

Education and Outreach- Ryan reported that he being new to the role would like some additional guidance on the committee’s expectations. Web site support, the traveling display project, additional web links, council history and speaker opportunities being some of the subjects suggested to be expanded on.
Legislative- no report

Treasurer report- Statement reviewed and suggestions make for expenditure reductions. Some merchandise orders received, as this is a new offering expect some additional interest.

In closing Mark Sargent moved that the committee recognize Kim Hermans retirement from the DNRE. Kim was one of the founding members of the council. Motion approved

 Next Meeting: October 3, 2010 at the St. Ignace Forest Service Office.

Adjoined at 1:35 p.m.
