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Steering Committee Meeting

October 5, 2011
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
U.S. Forest Service, St. Ignace, MI



· Attendees: Andy Henriksen (USDA-NRCS), Ryan Koziatek (Kalamazoo Nature Center), Ryan Colliton, Robert Ziel (Lake States Fire Science Consortium), Michele Richards (Fort Custer Training Center), Don Johnson (MDNR-FMD), Steve Nurse (USFS/USFWS), Lara Rainbolt (TNC), Dennis Ireland (MSFMA), Jim Fisher (MDNR-FMD), Brenda Dale (USFS)
· Introductions
· Agenda Approval	 - approved						
· Approval of 06/01/11 Meeting Minutes - approved
New and Old Business
· Development of presentations for Education & Outreach – send to Ryan Colliton – 
Discussion of receiving presentations from members, RZiel suggests identifying target audience and date and then request presentation; RColliton agreed to call/e-mail members and request presentations. Are we looking for speaking opportunities or waiting to be contacted? We should be looking for opportunities. RKoziatek asked if we would be at the Stewardship network – yes, RZiel is creating a “fire track” of 4 presentations on fire issues; suggests a poster session at least.
· Review MPFC Historical Timeline - Ryan Colliton
Review and offer comments, send e-mail to LRainbolt w/additions
· Election of new officers – group accepted as Secretary Michele Richards (MDMVA) and Vice Chair Jim Fisher (MDNR); group agreed to dissolve Consultant Committee and appoint Dave Borneman as liaison and dissolve Legislative Committee and appoint Don Johnson as liaison
· Annual Meeting Summary – S.C. members comments: breaks too long; technical difficulties
· Lake States Consortium update – RZiel: can use Consortium website calendar, share info on website; JFSP funding opportunities for research projects; showed group www.MailChimp.com email communication system; showed The Conservation Registry website (www.conservationregistry.org) for sharing information; setting up a network of demonstration sites
· Stewardship Network update – LBrush joined call, Fire Track will have 2 sessions each on Friday and Saturday afternoons; partnering w/ 2 Consortia (Eastern Tallgrass Prairie – Madison, WI and Oak Forest and Woodland – Columbia, MO)

· 2012 annual meeting – S.C. members comments: would like to see “nuts & bolts” of doing prescribed fire, smoke management, fuel moisture, survey e-mail list regarding topics; liked focus on practitioners vs landowners; presentation on legal issues regarding Rx fire; DIreland suggests vendor participation. Suggested locations: Mt. Pleasant, Ann Arbor (DBorneman will check into venues for 9/6-7/12 in Ann Arbor)

Officer and Committee Reports/Business
· Treasurer Report – Lara Rainbolt
Reported current balance of $2,984.26; all revenue and expenses not included from Annual Meeting
· Training and Certification – Steve Cross/Jack McGowan-Stinski
Requested to schedule S-290 w/CFFDRS in coming year
· Consultant Committee – Vacant
Dissolved as committee – DBorneman will act as liaison to group
· Education and Outreach – Ryan Colliton
Steering Committee asked to review Timeline provided and to send any presentations to Ryan for use in Speakers Bureau.
· Legislative Committee – Amy Trotter (Spray) 
Dissolved as committee – DJohnson will act as liaison to group


Next Meeting date and location – 
· Steering Committee: December 7, 2011 @ NRCS, East Lansing, Host: Andy Henriksen
· 2012 Calendar: 	March 7, 2012 – Roscommon DNR, Jim Fisher/Randy McKenzie
June 6, 2012 – Ann Arbor NAP, Dave Borneman
October 17, 2012 – U.P. w/field trip
December 5, 2012 – NRCS, Andy Henriksen
Other Correspondence – 
Safety Snippets
Adjourn Steering Committee – adjourned at 1:15pm
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