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	Michigan Prescribed Fire Council

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
December 3, 2009
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Leslie Science Center
Ann Arbor


	


Attendees:  Andy Henriksen (NRCS), Dave Borneman (Ann Arbor Natural Areas), Dennis Ireland (Michigan Firemen’s Association), Don Johnson (DNR – FMFM), Lara Rainbolt (TNC), Michele Richards (Ft. Custer Training Center), Paul Rogers (Kent County), Ulrika Zay (MDOT), and special guests: Kyle Breault (Tallgrass Ontario), Jack Chapman, Jake Lozon, and Ron Ludelph (Rural Lambton Stewardship Network (RLSN – Ontario)
New and Old Business

· Starting a prescribed fire council in Ontario
· Kyle Breault, Jack Chapman, Jake Lozon and Ron Ludelph from Ontario, Canada attended to gain insight into how our fire council functions.  They are interested in forming a fire council in Ontario.  One of their main goals is for their fire council to perform burns on behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources.  They want to establish a stable of volunteers and a burn “wagon” to perform cost effective burns throughout Ontario.  They are able to burn on private and public lands.  By the end of the discussion, it seemed clear that our concentration on training, outreach and networking between professionals and private landowners is different than what they want to accomplish through a fire council.

· AAR of Annual Meeting

· The annual meeting evaluation summary was briefly reviewed.  Overall, responses were good and everyone enjoyed the presentations.  We will discuss the 2009 Annual Meeting and make plans for 2010 in detail at the March meeting.

· Status of travel display

· Lara has the old display and will evaluate its condition and make improvements as needed.
· Status of the new display is unknown.  Michele Richards can provide an update at the next meeting.

· Selection of Officers

· Vice-chair – Michele Richards was nominated
· Secretary – vacant with no nominations.  We will be soliciting volunteers to take minutes at each meeting.  It can be a different person each time.

We discussed encouraging new people to participate on the Steering Committee.  Don Johnson will write an invitation.  The following individuals were named as potential Steering Committee members: Ryan Colliton, Melanie Good, Jim Marshall, Mike McQuistion, and a representative for the Tribes.
· Set calendar for 2010

· 2010 Meeting Dates (Wednesdays) and Location

· 3/3/10
MDNRE Office – used to be DEQ (Gaylord)
· 6/2/10
Howard Christensen Nature Center (Sparta)
· 10/6/10
USFS Office (St. Ignace)
· 12/1/10
NRCS Office (East Lansing)
· 2010 Annual Workshop - September 10-11 at Ft Custer Training Facility
· Prescribed Burn Guidelines for Amphibians and Reptiles from MWPARC

· We briefly discussed the above referenced guidelines.  Dave Borneman will talk with Dave Mifsud (author) and discuss the opportunity for a MPFC review and potential, subsequent link to the MPFC website.

· Council t-shirt & hat sales
· T-shirts and hats are available for sale.  Soon, the website will have the costs and order information.  Hats-$15; T-shirts-$14.70; Patches-$4; DVDs-$2.50
Officer and Committee Reports
Treasurer Report – Lara Rainbolt
Lara presented the council balance sheet.  We are solvent!  For the reporting period, July 1, 2009 – November 30, 2009, our revenue exceeded our expenses.
Training and Certification – Steve Cross/Jack MckGowan-Stinski
On-line S-130/190 is available and the fire council is providing the 1 day field session on March 20, 2010 at the Howard Christensen Nature Center.  Details are available on the council website.

Paul Rogers gave kudos for the Crew Boss Academy hosted by TNC in August 2009.  Many fire council members were involved as instructors and students.  Everyone agreed it was a very good experience. 
Consultant Committee – Mike Appel
No report available.  Although, Mike did stop by briefly to say, “hello.”

Education and Outreach – Michele Richards

No report available.  Michele left the meeting early due to family illness.

Legislative Committee – Amy Spray
Amy sent an e-mail to the Steering Committee regarding the DNR/DEQ merger. 

National Coalition of Prescribed Fire Councils – http://prescribedburns.com/
See the website address for information.  Michele Richards is attending the coalition’s annual meeting.

Next Meeting date and location – March 3, 2010, Gaylord, MI

Other Correspondence - 

Safety Snippets
While we did not have prescribed fire related safety snippets there were three very interesting stories; summarized as follows:
· Don Johnson hit a four point buck on his way home from a long trip.

· Paul Rogers hit a Mastiff on his way to an emergency call.  He thought it was a bear at first, but didn’t have time to stop so he called it in… it turned out to be a giant, furry dog!

· Dave Borneman was hired to assist with the movie set for “Red Dawn” in Brighton, MI.  He helped burn the movie set/fake woods.  He had to go to great lengths to get it to burn.
Adjourn

