MICHIGAN PRESCRIBED FIRE COUNCIL (MPFC)
June 4, 2009 

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Barry State Game Area Headquarters
Attendees:  Lara Rainbolt (TNC—West Michigan Office), 
 John Lerg (MDNR Biologist, Plainwell), Dave Borneman (Ann Arbor Division of Parks and Recreation), Michele Richards (US Army, Ft. Custer), Andrew Henrickson (Natural Resource Conservation Service).
Convened 10:00 AM

(John Lerg lead the meeting.  No executive committee members were present, and there was no quorum.  Thus, the meeting was limited to information dissemination and motions that were tabled for action at a subsequent meeting.)
Handouts

The agenda and budget detail. 

There were no attendees joining by Conference Call.
Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
New Business
John L reported on a proposal forwarded by Mark MacKay, DNR Southern Michigan Ecologist.  Mark shares that there is value in tracking prescribed burn activity in Michigan.  He notes that burns are conducted by many entities within the state.  These burns compliment a number of land management programs and are especially important in maintaining grasslands.
Mark is offering to construct and populate a database to be used in tracking prescribed burns.  He is asking for Fire Council endorsement of his proposal.  He will maintain it as part of his function within the DNR.
The Fire Council has recognized the need in the past for such a database.  Discussions have gone forward to discuss the merits of housing the database within the DNR or as sponsored by the Fire Council.  Given the diversity of potential contributors to the database, Fire Council sponsorship was thought to be more appropriate.  

A motion was made (Borneman/Richards) to sponsor and support the construction and population of a database by Mark MacKay.  The motion was tabled to allow consideration by the Steering Committee.

D Borneman asked that the MPFC consider sponsoring the Stewardship Network Annual Meeting at $100.  This will be added to the August agenda.

Old Business

The Prescribed Fire Video is done—copies will be made for those interested.  The video will also be shown at the Annual Meeting.
A burn was completed on the Lamberton Lake Fen (Kent County) in late May.  This burn required updating of a Grand Rapids ordinance.  A burn was completed on monastery property in Monroe, MI.  Smoke management was an issue as well as public perception regarding the danger in conducting a burn in the city.  D Borneman conducted a successful burn on roof tops in the City of Troy at the Kresge Foundation.
Plans for the Annual Meeting are coming together well.  Speakers are confirmed.  Field trips are still in the planning stage.  Lara will set up a CCall of the planning committee soon to finalize details on this function.

John L reported that preparations were in place for the June 5 MPFC sponsored field trip at Barry State Game Area.  (This function came off well with 18 attendees and good weather.  A post-function survey will be used as part of the trip evaluation.)
Officer and Committee Reports

Treasurers Report—As of May 31, 2009, we have $6,954.06.
We are nearing the release of information on a S130-190 online course to be offered this fall.  Lara will be sharing information with the Steering committee soon.  

Plans for he Crew Boss Academy at Fort Custer (August 25 to September 4) are coming together. The Academy will be led by Laura Butterfield (TNC) and will cover I200, L280, S230 and S234.  Squad Boss certification will be a prerequisite for this offering.  

The website with new logo has been updated—very nice!  Lara reports we are getting requests for logo-emblazoned hats and t-shirts.  Michele R will get quotes to share at our August Steering Committee meeting.

D Borneman attended the Illinois Prescribed Fire Council first annual offering.  Steve Pine was the keynote speaker—great presentation.  The National Coalition of Prescribed Fire councils is moving forward with formation of a governing board.

Next Meeting
This meeting, originally scheduled for the RAM Center, needs to be changed as the RAM will be without power that day.  Lara will coordinate another date/location.
Adjourned:  11:50am
�Bob Clancy  was not at the SC meeting, only the field trip





