MICHIGAN PRESCRIBED FIRE COUNCIL (MPFC)
June 4, 2008 

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Ann Arbor Division of Parks and Recreation Offices
Attendees:  Ulrika Zay (MDOT Environmental Section-Chair), Lara Rainbolt (TNC—West Michigan Office), Dan Pearsall/Bill Pearsall (Michigan State Firemen’s Association), Bob Clancy (MDNR Div. of Parks & Rec.), John Lerg (MDNR Biologist, Plainwell), Mark Sargent (MDNR Wildlife Division), Don Johnson (MDNR Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division), Dave Borneman (Ann Arbor Division of Parks and Recreation), Michele Richards (US Army, Ft. Custer).
Convened 10:00 AM

Handouts

The agenda, 2007 Workshop Evaluation and budget detail. 

Introductory comments and approval of the agenda.  
Ulri added “Fire in Oak Forests” a workshop in Carbondale, IL to the agenda and also a Secretary Report under Officer and Committee Reports.  The Forest Service is stepping up public outreach through interagency coordination.  There were no attendees joining by Conference Call.
Correspondence
Michele R reported on a Herptiles and Fire Symposium coming September 17-18. She is searching for speakers.  This comes shortly after our 2008 Annual Meeting on September 5-6.
The NRCS conducted introductory training for their employees on prescribed fire with 39 NRCS and 2 CD attending.  MI NRCS policy has changed removing the authority for NRCS employees to authorize or participate in prescribed burns.

Ulri Z reported on communication from Mark Melvin of the National Prescribed Fire Councils reinforcing their goal to enhance networking among stakeholders.  They also are taking an interest in recent action by the US EPA in rulemaking on air quality (smoke management).   As Michigna has a Smoke Management Plan in place, we are in compliance with the Federal Rules.  Ulri also noted a workshop by the Mississippi PFC and Tall Timbers (Talahassee).  She noted a Washington fire media event where a 500 acre burn was conducted.  She also noted the opportunity for a webcast on fire through the Stewardship Network for a nominal fee.
New Business
Conference Call options were discussed as well as the continuing need for this technology.  It appears that opportunities sponsored through the attending agencies will be sufficient at least in the near future.

Survey results from the last Annual Meeting were reviewed.  Technical papers continue to be popular.  Our attendance at these co-hosted Annual Meetings does not suggest that we continue them in this fashion.  We will offer our Annual Meetings independently this year and next year and review the results of this historic approach.  We will meet needs of sharing our message with other groups in the interim by attending their functions and making presentations.  We will recruit local fire departments to attend our steering committee meetings to btter coordinate with that group.  Ulri will also prepare an article for the Fireplug.
Mark S reported on a new USDA program (SAFEW) to impact on a targeted 7500 acres of grassland using a 10-year rental approach where ½ will be TG prairie; 1/8 SG prairie.  The program starts in July and is budgeted at 12 million dollars.

Burn Season Reports:

· Ann Arbor—16 burning days, 23 sites, 2 crews, 128 acres.

· MDNR—170 burns, 8500+ acres, Department team approach.

· TNC—1 crew, 18 burns, 406 acres.
· MDOT—20 acres at Tekonsha Rest Area

· DMVA (Ft Custer)—2 crews, 5 days, 2500+ acres.
Old Business

Michele R reported on progress of a fire school based at Ft Custer.  The new building where the school is proposed to be held is slated for completion yet this year.  The first school is tentatively set for March 2009.

Ulri Z reported on the MPFC portable display.  The old one is with her.  Michele R is working on edits to the new display.  Money will be needed to complete this new one.  Detachable panels on a backer seems to be the preferred style.  

Ulri Z lead a discussion on the 2008 Annual Meeting plan (September 5-6).   All agreed with the State Library as the venue with potentially a burn at Lincoln Brick Park, Eaton County, on Saturday.  Potential speakers includeFuel Models (Ziel), Fire/Fire Surrogates Study, Literature Survey (Roloff), Monitoring Methods (Hutchinson), Burn Plan Objective Development, and natural communities (O Conner).
A meeting of the Annual Meeting Committee was set for June 17 at the Library.  A field trip to the Sleeper Lake Fire area was discussed.  
John L offered to contact a Wildlife Division representative to speak to the group as part of the trip.  

Officer and Committee Reports

Treasurers Report—As of May 31, we have $1342.38.
Safety Snippet
ULri Z reported on MDOT information on driver behavior and the factors contributing to potentially dangerous actions on highways, particularly around road workers.
Adjourned:  2:40pm
